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A NATURAL REALITY!

Pull the family and friends away from TV and video games 

for an afternoon of outdoor fun!


Adults and children alike can enjoy a variety of hikes, plant and wildlife experts, plus a nature treasure hunt that follows clues to desert beauty on Saturday afternoon, February 20th from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. at South Mountain Environmental Education Center (SMEEC, 10409 S. Central Ave., Phoenix).

 


Sonoran Audubon Society and Maricopa County Parks staff will be on hand to interpret plant and animal life on the easy, one-mile, Judith Tunnel trail - which is stroller and wheelchair accessible.


A more challenging hike will be a five mile round trip on the Holbert Trail.  City of Phoenix Rangers will lead the hike which is medium in difficulty due to steep elevation changes.  Hike will start at 3:00 p.m from SMEEC.





Additionally, REI will offer four half-hour programs designed to educate children about enjoying and caring for the outdoors, said PMPC Event Organizer Robin Salthouse.

Another fun activity offers friends and families the opportunity to participate in a ‘Nature Treasure Hunt’ created by local school children and Park Rangers. Clues will lead to locations in the Preserve that are beautiful and captivating.  Participants can even learn how to create future Treasure Hunts!


Papa Murphy Pizza will be on hand to serve large slices of fresh-baked, delicious cheese and pepperoni pizza and water. 


This is a free event.  Items donated by REI and community members will be raffled and those funds along with donations received at this event will be transferred to South Mountain Park/Preserve to aid trail projects. 


Phoenix Mountains Preservation Council (PMPC) is sponsoring this event with generous help and staff aid from seven agencies, organizations and businesses. They include: City of Phoenix Parks Department, REI, Sonoran Audubon Society, Maricopa County Parks, Papa Murphy’s Pizza, Arizona State Parks, Be Outdoor Arizona, and the Nina Mason Pulliam Rio Salado Audubon Center.


The Phoenix Mountains Preservation Council, Inc. is a grass-roots organization that has supported the creation and protection of the Phoenix Mountain and Desert Preserves for over 31 years.


Visit: www.phoenixmountains.org for more information 
about PMPC and this event.  
http://www.phoenixmountains.org
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