The City’s position on the Hillside Ordinance and the Edge Guidelines
By Susanne Rothwell

The Hillside Ordinance and the Edge Guidelines are part of the Zoning Ordinance for the City of Phoenix. Both sections are important to PMPC because they help to provide standards for development on lands adjacent to the Preserves. 

These sections of the Zoning Ordinance are being weakly enforced by the City Planning and Zoning and Development Services Departments. PMPC needs to encourage the City to enforce the provisions of the Edge Guidelines to the Sonoran Preserves to ensure that the publicly paid for Preserves remain accessible and that the adjacent development is not exclusionary, and is sympathetic to the Preserves. The purpose of the Hillside Ordinance is to provide for aesthetic development standards for land over a ten percent slope, often adjacent to the Preserves. 

The Bell property is located the intersection of Cactus and 19th Avenue. The 38 acres was subdivided by Visiquest Properties at the direction of the Bell family. 29 acres were sold to the City for the appraised value of $2.2 million, with 9 acres kept for development of a memory care facility and a future commercial project. PMPC was very supportive of the 29 acre addition to the Preserves. 
Of the remaining 9 acres left to be developed, about 25% was over the 10% slope and this land should have been governed by the regulations of the Hillside Ordinance. The provisions of the Hillside Ordinance as they related to this property were waived by the Development Advisory Board (DAB) ignoring the position of the Parks Board, the City staff report, PMPC and Save Our Mountains Foundation (SOMF). This action of the DAB sets an ugly precedent for future development of lands that fall under the Hillside Ordinance. 
The Edge Guidelines and the Hillside Ordinance were written with great care and consideration by Parks staff and ASU along with many years of public input, including members of PMPC. They are part of the Zoning Ordinance to protect the Preserves and PMPC does not want to see these sections of the Ordinance ignored or side stepped by the City.  
Strong public support consistently votes in favor of funding for the Preserves. These two sections of the Zoning Ordinance are there to protect the public’s vast investment. These sections need to remain in effect in a recession as well as in good times, to make sure that the Preserves are developed appropriately for future generations. 
PMPC will need to be diligent in the future to be sure that the City enforces fairly the provisions of the Hillside Ordinance and the Edge Guideline sections of the Zoning Ordinance.
If you are interested in serving on the DAB please contact the PMPC board for possible recommendation to the DAB, as it is clear that the Preserves need a positive force to speak for them at these hearings. 

